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the losses for Lefèvre remains 
unclear but the firm can take 
some comfort from rival Jeantet 
which has been rebuilding its 
team. Clearly, Parisian lawyers 
are interrogating themselves on 
the best place to practise in a 
challenging environment. At the 
moment, the answer seems to be 
clear: boutiques are the destina-
tion of choice for those seeking a 
new challenge. (A.C.) TLI

French office called Lawington. 
Meanwhile, there was recent 
speculation of disquiet at Wilin-
ski Scotto & Associés although 
name partner Serge Wilinski 
would not comment. 
  Mr Le Bars insists the spin-off 
trend is not simply a result of 
lawyers from larger firms becom-
ing disgruntled or disillusioned. 

There is also a de-
mand from clients for 
a more tailor-made 
service.
 “We cannot really 
talk about an appetite 
for independence,” 
he stresses. “It seems 
to be an evolution of 
the market itself with 
clients searching for 
reactive, competitive 
and specialized law-
yers in Paris.”
 The impact of 

Power still rests in the hands of a 
few senior people and this leads 
to alienation,” explains another 
source. 
 Le Bars and Wragges have not 
been the only two movers; even 
junior lawyers are still making 
waves. A new Parisian boutique 
opened last month by four former 
lawyers from Clifford Chance’s 

“Power still rests 
in the hands of a 
few senior people 
and this leads to 
alienation” 




